. OF MICH. 


Ul 


Calendar No. 1052 


82p ConcrEss } SENATE § Report 
No. 1124 


—, 


2d Session 


TOSHIKO KONISHI 


UARY 28 (legislative day, JANUARY 10), 1952.—Ordered to be printed 


£AW UBRARY 


cCarran,. from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the 


follow ing 


REPORT 


to 


[Ts &CCO pany S 


The Committee on the Judy ury Oo which as rererrea the 1] 
(S. 1234) for the relief of Toshiko Konishi, having considered the same 
reports favorably thereon with an amendment in the nature of a lD- 
stitute and recommends that the bill, as amended, do pas 


AMENDMI 


Strike all after the enacting clause and Se! mn lieu the yt t 
following: 

Th at the provisions of section 13 {x yf ¢ lion ration Act of 1924 : , 
relating g to the excl] ision Ot al HS MAGAMISSIDIE beca is ) ACE a I { eal 
apply i ‘Tosh iko Ko} ishil. the Japanese fia ef if Lou | Re 
of the I aN Minden and that the said Tosh » Ko | 
quota immigra tion visa il she Is f« u id otherwise a Wniss ( 
laws: Provided, That the administrative : horities find that marria 
the above-named parties occurred wit! thre 


the enactment of this Aet 


f > ' P 4] } y lad : } 
The purpose ot the bill. as amended, is to provide tor the admissto: 


into the United States of the Japanese fiancée of Q mmwen of th 


United States, provided that their marriage occurs within 3 mont! 
following the enactment ol the bill The bill has been ame! 

cause the United States citizen fiancé of the beneficiary of 
presently in Japan and it 1s not necessary to provide for her : 


into the United States as tl fiancée of a United States en 
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STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill is a 31-vear-old native and citizen of 
Japan and is the fiancée of Louis E. Reifenstein, who is a citizen of the 
United States presently employed in Japan in a civilian capacity as an 
engineer procurement officer at the Yokohama Engineering Depot. 

A letter dated December 5, 1951, to the chairman of the Senate 
Committee on the Judiciary from the Deputy Attorney General with 
reference to the case reads as follows: 

DECEMBER 5, 1951. 


Hon. Par McCarran, 
(cha nan, Committee on the Judiciar 


ty 


United States Senate, Washington, D. C 


\Miy Dear Senator: This is in response to your request for the views of the 
1) partment of Justice relative to the bill S. 234) for the relief of Toshiko 
Ko 1 alier 

he bill would render the provisions of the immigration laws relating to the 

if aliens inadmissible because of race inapplfcable to Toshiko Konishi, 
Japa fiancée of Louis E. Reifenstein, and would provide that Miss Knoishi 
may be eligible for a visa as a nonimmigrant temporary visitor for a period of 3 
months, if she is found otherwise admissible under the immigration laws. The bill 


vould further direct the Attorney General, upon receipt within 90 days after the 

ry of Miss Konishi of satisfactory proof of her marriage to Mr. Reifenstein, 
and payment of the required head tax and visa fee, to record her lawful admission 
; rl t residence as of the date of her entry into the United States; other- 


Wise, she would be required to depart, and upon failure to do so, would be subject 


The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 


List e that the alien a citizen of Japa who was born on October 6, 1920, in 
the Saitama Prefecture, Kita Adachi Gun Kownsu Machi Oaza Kownosu Moto 
Kamiya, Japan. She is presently residing in Japan and has never resided in the 
United States. Apparently, Miss Konishi performs administrative duties in 
with famuly b ness it rest 

‘I e a ien’s fiancé, L, yl | Re ife nist ‘in, Who 1 wiso re siding in Japan, is a 
citizen of the United States who was born on April 2, 1904, in Svracuse, N. Y. 
Mir. Reifenstein was married on larch 4, 1927, to Mrs. Velma Reifenstein 
Chere were three children, two of whom are deceased, born of this marriage. 


' 
It appears that on August 12, 1948, Mrs. Reifenstein obtained a divorce from her 


husband If further appears that Mr. Reifenstein has failed to comply with the 
termis of the divorce decree, in that he has failed to send his former wife the monthly 
alimony of $100, as ordered by the court. 

\ir. Reinfenstein’s principal occupation is that of a welder and a welder in- 
structor He was employed in both capacities on the west coast prior to his 
acceptance of Government employmu nt in 1946 In connection with that 

mployment, he was sent to England as an instructor, where he remained for 
6 or 8 months, thereafter going to Japan, where he has since resided He is 


resently employed as an engineer procurement officer at the Yokohama Engi- 
g Depot, Yokohama, Japan. 
Miss Konishi, being of the Japanese. race, is ineligible to citizenship under 
section 303 of the Nationality Act of 1940, and is thus inadmissible to the United 
States for permanent residence under section 13 (¢) of the Immigration Act of 


1924. The question of waiving the immigration restrictions on persons of the 
Japanese race, however, is a general one and should be resolved indiscriminately 
by general legislation The record in this case presents no special circumstances 


which would justify enactment of the proposed special legislation. 
Accordingly, the Department of Justice is unable to recommend enactment of 
this bill. 


A. Devitrr VANECH, 
Deputy Attorney General. 
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Senator Warren G. Magnuson, the author of the bill, has submitted 
the following information in connection with the bill 


HEADQUARTERS, YOKOHAMA ENGINEER DEPO'1 
APO 508, care of Postmaster. San Francisco, Calif Varch 3, 1 


Hon. WARREN F. MaAGNnuson, 
Senate Office Building, Washington, D. ¢ 


DreaR SENATOR MacGnuson: Mr. Louis I Reifenstein, Department of the 
Army civilian, grade GS-11, of the Yokohama Engineer Depot, has asked me 





to write you regarditr Ja es i mal ft the 
name of Toshiko Koni 

I have known Mr hile ass ited with hir he 
business as deputy comman r | r Dex Mir. R 
stein is deputy chief of tl on of p oO Vir 
Reifenstein in a busine u I m ! nin otl 
as a business man as s it Mr. Reif s 
deeply in love wi this girl and that he sincerely wishe make her fe 


companion 
As for Miss Toshiko Konishi, I too have kne n her for a Ke per I ( a 


vear, and she and Mr. Reifenstein have bee : eve t 
She is definitely a high-class Japanes \ is evel 
a worth while United States citizer She efinite e right tvpe for Mr 
Reifenstein, and | am sure she will make ¢ ery effort » THA ner I rria > a 
complete succes 

1 am sure that any favorable action that \ are to ta at the lt of 
Mr. Reifenstein Wi find real reward and atista oO! to vou i this mari 
could be consummated I appre ate Vou! y! eration Ol \Ir Reifenste s 


probl m. 


>» tt | ' 
Respectfully vour 


Harry H. Moi 
( ( i 
) ( 
\ | R WD 
1/70) P \ i f 
Hor W L\RRI | \] N ON 
Senate O / na. Washinator » ¢ 
DEAR SENATO!I VLA N oO In respons to ay \I I he 
the followir \ f the advisabilitv of M | | 


Toshiko Konishi are submitted: 


My acquaintance with Mr. Reifenstein dates from September 1950 dun 








which period, until about January Lina ) é 
capacity to myself His position i ! : ro t 
officer, Department of the Army civilian, grade GS-11, engaged 

ment of engineer supplies and equipment for support of lor ations a f 
occupation through contracts with Japanese manufacturers le has at all times 
exhibited excellent qualities of character and ability in both professional and 
personal activities. Mr. Reifenstein appears mature and well balanced in person- 


ality and adjustment and apparently has given full and sound consideration to the 
proposed marriage 
My acquaintance with Miss Toshiko Konishi, Mr. Reifenstein’s fiancée, has 


heen limited to social occasions when she has appeared in the company of Mr 

Reifenstein. She apparently enjoys a respected position in the more influential 
levels of the Japanese community of Yokohama and from the appearance of her 
home and other possessions she has considerable wealth in her own ri she 
appears well suited in temperament, personality, character, and educatio 

this marriage and eventual residence in the United States as a responsible persot 


I respectfully recommend your favorable consideration and action upor e 
request of Mr. Reifenstein 
Faithfully yours, 
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YOKOHAMA ENGINEER Deport, 
APO 508, care of Postmaster San Francisco, Calif., March 7, 1951. 


Hon. WARREN F. MaaGnuson, 
Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C. 

Dear SENATOR Macnuson: Mr. Louis Reifenstein, a Department of the Army 
civilian employee of the Yokohama Engineer Depot, has brought to my attention 
his desire to marry Miss Toshiko Konishi, a Japanese national. 

I have been closely associated with Mr. Reifenstein since November of 1948 
and have known Miss Konishi during the same period, and believe the union of 
these people in marriage has every chance of success. Both persons have exhibited 
outstanding qualities of character and good habits and will be an asset to their 
community. 

The marriage of Americans to Japanese nationals is a problem that must be 
solved in order to continue and expand our future good relations with Japan. 
The union of Mr. Reifenstein and Miss Konishi is only one of the many such cases 
that are not presently authorized by an act of Congress. 

I respectfully recommend your favorable. consideration and support upon the 
request of Mr. Reifenstein. 

Herpert B. MurnNan, 
Lieutenant Colonel, Corps of Engineers. 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is 
of the opinion that the bill (S. 1234), as amended, should be enacted. 


O 





